This week's three readings explore the conflicting approaches both in the United States and other countries and from the Civil War to Iraq and Afghanistan.

This weeks questions ask you to pull from each of the readings and discuss your understanding of how these conflicting approaches have affected disability policy today.

Respond to any three of the questions by Thursday midnight and two of your fellow classmates by Sunday midnight. Please share your personal experience with veterans in your answer.
For example, I am the son of a Cold War nuclear bomber navigator. I grew up on Air Force bases during the Cold War. As a young child, I remember the Cuban Missile Crisis where my dad sat in his bomber aircraft on the edge of the runway with engines running, waiting for orders to take off to drop nuclear bombs on Russia. My Uncle, served in WWll and was "shell shocked" and lived in VA hospitals for the remainder of his life.
Many students have had their own family experiences including members involved in Afghanistan or Iraq.
The overarching question for this week, is how has society responded to wounded veterans through different times and different wars?
Questions

1. What are some of the factors contributing to the frequent neglect visited upon disabled veterans after the war ends? For example, the VA hospitals that continue to have long wait lines and falsified records http://www.cbsnews.com/news/phoenix-va-improves-but-issues-remain/

2. How was vocational rehabilitation a response to a concern over dependency on governmental pensions?

3. How has society's perception of a particular war affected the benefits and supports provided following the war, i.e. World War ll GI education bill vs. the reduced benefits available to today's vets?

4. Gerber (2001, p1, paragraph 1) uses the term "valorize veterans' sacrifices..." How is the use of this term similar and/or different to the way it is used by Wolfensberger and Osburn in the earlier readings?

5. What is meant by "renten-hysterie" (Gerger, p 10), how did it affect disability policy after the Civil War and how do you see this still in operation in current policies and practices?

6. Following World War l, Germany mandated that all companies with more than 25 employees must employ a certain number of disabled veterans. This mandate continues to this day. The US capitalist approach has been to provide the carrot of tax credits. How have these different approaches affected people with disabilities in both countries?

7. How did social prejudice, intelligence tests, and perceptions of 'intellectual inferiority' affect vocational training opportunities offered after the war (see Gelber, 2005, p168)? How is this similar or different from the earlier chapters describing prejudice that led to forced sterilization and institutionalization?

8. The Vietnam War introduced society to the concept of PTSD. In World War l this was labeled shell shock. Iraq and Afghanistan brought us traumatic head injuries. How has the use of language and the increased intensity of warfare changed our perception and responses to war injuries?

9. Norden (2012) brings us the history of the film portrayal of wounded soldiers and war in general from World War ll to Vietnam. Describe the ways you agree and disagree with Norden's analysis of Hollywood's portrayal of disabled soldiers
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